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Puzzle

Puzzle: Informal workers have huge barriers to collective
action (Perry 2007, Rueda 2007, Castells and Portes 1989) yet
organize massive unions in some places.

Question: Why do informal workers organize?

Argument: Officials pay informal workers to organize
self-regulating groups where officials do not have the capacity
to directly police them.
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Theory and Contributing Literature

Collective action problems (Olson 1965, Ostrom 1990).

Unorganized people can create problems for the state (Collier
1979, Holland 2017).

My argument: Officials in low capacity places pay people
to participate in self-regulating groups.

More resources, more participation (Ostrom 2007, Brady et al
1995).

Calla Hummel Informal Work Across the Americas



Introduction
Data

Analyses
Conclusion

Introduction

Calla Hummel Informal Work Across the Americas



Introduction
Data

Analyses
Conclusion

Introduction

Research Design and Organization of the Book

Formal model (CPS article/Chapter 2)

Logistic analyses on a machine-generated dataset of
informal workers in LAPOP data (n=37,616)

Case studies: Street vendors in La Paz, El Alto and São Paulo
(Chapters 4, 5, 6)
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Data: Latin American Public Opinion Project Surveys

Social security questions in 2006 and 2008 that Baker and
Guachalla (2018) code for informality

Professional association attendance in 2006, 2008, 2010, and
2012

Occupation, age, education, household assets, and other
useful things all/most years
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Machine-Generated Data

I take Baker and Guachalla’s (2018) informal workers

Train a random forest model on the known informal workers

Predict who is informal: 37,616 people
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How Random Forests Work
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Machine-Generated Data
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Machine-Generated Data
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Data

Baker and Guachalla’s informal workers (2006, 2008): 15,021

Self-employed respondents (2006-2012): 29,253

Predicted informal workers (2006-2012): 37,616
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Data

Individual demographics from LAPOP: association
participation and education

Country-level measures from V-Dem, OECD, and World
Bank: GDP, tax, and social security
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At A Glance
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Theoretical Expecdtations

People in low capacity areas organize more.

People with more resources organize more.
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Results
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